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COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — APPOINTMENT — COL BLANCH 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [2.39 pm]: I am pleased to advise the house of the 
appointment by the Governor in Executive Council of Mr Col Blanch, APM, as Western Australia’s new 
Commissioner of Police from 15 July 2022. Mr Blanch has served as deputy commissioner for the past three years, 
overseeing key areas of policing, including gang crime, homicide, organised crime and state intelligence. In addition 
to this, Mr Blanch has acted as commissioner for extensive periods. During his time as deputy commissioner and 
acting commissioner, Mr Blanch has worked closely with the state government, particularly throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Under Mr Blanch’s leadership as deputy commissioner, the Western Australia Police Force 
has been led through a period of extensive technological reform that has seen the integration of intelligence with 
operations, improving the safety and efficiency of policing across the state. The Western Australia Police Force is 
responsible for policing the world’s largest single police jurisdiction, covering Western Australia’s 2.5 million 
square kilometres, with over 150 police stations across eight metropolitan and seven regional police districts. It is 
an extraordinary challenge to serve as the Commissioner of Police for our vast state. Mr Blanch has demonstrated 
the skills and commitment to service necessary to meet the demands of the office. 
I would like to acknowledge Commissioner Chris Dawson, APM, for his tireless dedication to policing and the 
people of Western Australia. I wish him all the best in his new role as Governor of our great state. Finally, on behalf 
of the state government and all members of this place, I would like to congratulate Mr Blanch on his appointment, 
and state that I am looking forward to working with him and his team. 
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